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The present conuutuleation presents a 

compilation of data, published by the 

Bureau of the Census, relating to mor- 
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tality attribulable te syphilis. 

of death sates 

ternational 

from 

demonstrated through 

stulisties released annually giving the 

niuuber of deaths reported in each calen- 

dar year classified atcording to the In- 

List of Causes of Death. 

Table 1 gives the syphilis death rates 

an 

Janie L--Number of deaths duc to ayph- 
tlis (ali forma) per 190,000 population, 
for the total United States and regions, 

  

  

      

1939-33 
The trend 

syphilis can be Rogion 1939 | 1940 | 1041 1012 | 193 
analysis of —— — | 

North. was faaeding fing? ine 
South Yazslaislima | ise} is 
West... IGS} isa fae | ia | 14 

United States....... 15.0 | 14.4 | 13.3 12.2 121       

Source: Vital Statistics of the Unitcd States, Bureau 
of the Census. , 

Cranr 1—Numder of deaths due to syphilis (all forms) per 100,000 popwlation, for the total: 

United Btatea and regions, 1939-43 , 
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Scuree: Vital Statisties of the United States, Bureau of the Census. 

  

Mrepared with the assistance of Lb. I. Car- 

roll, M. A., and Geraldine A, Gleeson, Vene- 
real Disease Divisiou. 
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per 169,000 population frem 1949 through 

31943 fer the United States as a whole 

and for the various regiens of the conn- 

try separately; chart 1 presents the same 

data graphically. Data for years prior 
Discase~ 
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Tarte 2,—Number of infant deaths duc to ayphilig per 1,000 live births, for the total 
United States and regions, 1938-48 
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Region 1933 | 1934 3036 | ta37 | 1933 1 1039 | 1940 | Wnt | 1942 | 1983 
|—-|——-}--—- _-_— 

North 0.62 0.45 10.49 | 0.50 | O28 | 0.291028 1024} 0.19) OTE] O12 
South E23 fas) Lieb use Phas fas yp Leg] 207 279] 28s 46 
Wes ol O21 .es | 687] sor; bn] 4g oO | eee] 22k 29 

United States........-..2..- weee] «79 } THT 076] 273] 169] 208 | OT} .53) AE | 30 +25 

  

Soureo: Vital Statistics of the United States, Buresu of the Cenang 

to 1939 are of doubtful menning because 

of changes in the International List of 

Canses of Death. For instance, anon. 

tysm of the aorta was included with the 

general nousyphilitie’ claxsification “An- 

eurysm (except of lheart),” 
Ag can he seen from table 1 and chart 1, 

since 1939 there has been an apprecinble 

and steady decline. ‘Khe total United 

States rate dropped from 15.0 in 1939 to 

squthern and western States experienced 

greater pereentage decreases thnn did 

the northern States, However, thelr 1939 

rates were considerably higher. 

The trend In total syphilis death rates 

ig a suromation of the death rates from 

aA number of fatal syphilitic conditions. 

Of these, separate investigations were 

made for deaths from syphilis in children 

under % year of age, paresis, and tabes 

12.1 In 1943, every region of the country florsalis. Cardiovascular syphilis was 

contributing to the lowered rates. The not included because so large a propor- 

Cuant 2.—-Number of infant deaths due to ayphilis per 1,000 Uve birtha, for the total United 

States and regiona, 1933-48 | 
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1923 1934 1935 1936 1937 1938 i939 [940 1941 1942 1943 

Source: Vital Statistica of the United States, Bureau of the Census. 
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Janne Ua-Mumber of deaths due to 
paresis por 190,000 population, death. 

registration Siutes of 1910 and the cw- 

panding registration area, 1910-43 

  

Death-reg- | Expanding 
istration | doath-rege 
States of {stration 

1010 area 

Year 
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7.40 6.78 
7,33 7.00 
7.82 7.16 

7.81 7.49 
8.02 7.33 
8.08 7,23 
7,85 7.34 
6.38 6.75 

6.32 5.81 
7.01 6.34 
7.46 6. 63 
7.55 6.50 
VMS 6.33 

8.70 3.82 
6.35 6.47 
5, 54 3.95 
5.47 4.69 
4.78 4.33 

4.33 4.07 
4% 3.93 
4.2 3.82 
3. 92 * 3.61 
3. # 3,80 

3.73 &O61 
3.40 3.47 
3. 26 03 
3.43 3.4 
3. 59 3.44 

3. 80 3.36 
3.35 . O24 
3. 39 3. 37 
3.34 3.64     

  

Sourca: Vital Statistics of the United States, Bureau 
of the Consus, , . 

« 

tion of it was not so classified prior to” 

1939 but was Included under the title 

“Aneurysm (except of heart).” 

In the compilation of reported infant 

deaths from syphilis, the data reported 

from 1033 on were used. The changes in 

the 1939 revision of the International List 

of the Causes of Death did not affect the 

classification’ of deaths from congenital 

syphilis. herefore, the data could be 

used for the years back to 1053, when the 

“birth and death-registration areas first 

included the whole country. Prier to 

that year the data could not be used be- 

cause the birth and death-registration 

areas did not coincide. Table 2 and 

chart 2 present the Jufaut death rates per 

The Journal of Venereai Disease Information, February 1943 

4,000 Jive births from 1983 Chrevugh O43. 

There has been a marked decline in death 

rates from syphilis for infants wnder J 

year af age. The rate for the United 

States as a whole in 1043 was lesa than 
one-third that In 1983. She saine trend 

was observed iu every region of the coun- 

try. The grectest decrcase in rate oc- 

curred in the northern States, from 0.52 

in 1933 to 0.12 in 1943. Uowever, looking, 

at chart 2, it can be seen that since 1038 

,the rates in the southern States have 

dropped precipitously, although there 

had been Httle change in the trend previ- 

ously. The decline {no rates of Infant 

mortality due to syphills reflects not only 

improvement In general venereal disease 

control, but more specifienily the preven- 

Tanrx 4.—Number of deaths due to tabee. 
dorsalis per 100,000 population, death- 
registration States of 1910 und the ez- 
panding registration areu, 1910-483 

  

  

  

Death ren: Expanding 
stration enitereg- 

Year Btates of istration 
1910 area 

2.00 2. 66 
2.74 2.723 
2.00 2.8 
2.08 2.62 
2.63 2.53 

2.72 2.60 
2.59 2.35 
2.58 2.34 
2.85 2.31 
2,22 2.08 

2.09 3.84 
2.09 1.90 
2.11 4,82 
1.95 17 
Led 1.66 

1.80 1.30 
1.75 1.52 
1.63 1.35 
150 1.31 
1.38 1,21 

1.29 1.40 
1.36 1.00 
1.16 99 
1.03 +90 
wu «9 

8S 74 
+93 7 
281 69 
74 64 
7 . 60 

265 58 
262 20 
~53 7 +44 

37 47 

  

    
  

Sourev: Vital Statistics of tho United States, Bureau 
of the Ceusus, 
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Cuant 3.—Numiber of deaths due to paresis per 100,000 population, death-regtatration States of 1910 and the erpandinrg registration area, 1910-43 
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Source: Vital Statistics of the United States, Bureau of the Census.
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. YEARS SINCE 1900 , 

Source: Vital Statistics Sf the United States, Bureau of the Census. 

 



tion of occurrence of congenital syphilis 

through treatment of syphilis in women 

during pregnaney and the finding and 

treating of children under J year of age 

who have congenital sypbilis. 

The periodic revisions of the Interna- 

tional List of the Cuuses of Death 

Introduced only minor changes Into the 

classification of deaths due to paresis and 

tabes dorsalis, Furthermore, the inelu- 

slon of additional States iu the death-reg- 

istration area f-om time to thne did not 

materially affect the trend, as Is shown by 

the fact that almost exactly the same 

pattern was followed by rates calculated 

for only the original death-registration 

States of 1910 and those calculated for 

the expanding death-registration area, 
The mortality rates per 100,000 popu- 

lation for paresis rose from 1910 to 1917, 

dropping abruptly from 1918 to 1919; they 

then climbed until 1993, although they 

never again reached the peak of 1917. 

The sharp decline in 1018 is sunilar to one 

which appears in the treud of the death 

rates for all chronic diseases and which 

has been reported to be associated with 
the influenza epidemic. 

The upward trend flattened out consid- 

"erably froma 1922 to 1923, and from 1823 

to 1937 there was a constant downward 

trend. Malaria therapy for the treatment 

of paresis made its appearance in 1922 

and may be largely responsible. Lhe 

rafes fall rapidly from 1923 to 1930 and 

then declined more gradually until 1937, 

There hag been ho further lowering of 

the rates sinee’1937, the trend line re- 

maining more or less level at about 3.0 

te 3.5 per 100,600 population. 

The trends observed were quite similar 

for the States of 1910 and for the ex- 

panding death-registration area. 

States of 7910 the rate fell from 7.55 per 

100,000 population in 1023 to 3.26 In 1937; 

for the expanding area the respective 

rates were 6.09 and 3.20. 

The trend line for mortality rates from 

tabes dorsalis has been continuously 

downward since 1910, as can be seen from 

chart 4, which wus constructed from the 

) 

arte 

For the - 

rates per 100,000 population tabulated in, | 

table 4 for the period 1910 through 1943. 
Unlike the trend for death rates from 

paresis, there has been remarkably lttle 

fluctuation, although the same accelerated 

downward rate was observed at the time 

of the influenza epidemic in 19138 and 

1919. .The rate for States of 1910 was ~ 

2.66 In 1910 and 0.57 in 1943; in the es 

panding areca of death-registration, the.. 

rate fell from 2.66 to 047. The tendency 

toward a low constant rate seen in the 

data relating to paresis has not been 

observed in the tabetic death rates. 
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